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The next election for council in South Bruce Peninsula should do away with the ward system and
reduce the number of members from nine to six, including the mayor.

This is the opinion of the Sauble Beach Chamber of Commerce and was part of the annual brief,
presented to the South Bruce Peninsula council by president, Richard Husak.

The brief covered a range of concerns, focusing on those issues which the chamber believes
impact significantly on the ability of Sauble to attract tourists.

Reading from the prepared statement, Husak told council that an election at large would improve
the overall representation on council and the reduction of members would save money.

Comparing South Bruce Peninsula with other municipalities, Husak noted that Wasaga Beach, with
a population of 16,000, has only a six person council and the City of Vaughn, near Toronto, has a
population of more that 200,000 and a council of eight.

Presently, South Bruce Peninsula, with a population of 7,500, has a council of nine members and
four wards.

Council has distributed a questionnaire to all property owners in the municipality, asking their
opinions on the ward versus at large elections. A public meeting is scheduled for May 25 to
discuss the issue.

The chamber's brief urged the council to improve communication with its constituents.

"When a bylaw affects a residential or business community, council has an obligation to
communicate....giving the concerned citizens the opportunity to comment."

The brief asked that the information centre at the beach be more accurately identified.

"People arriving at Sauble are looking for a sign that says 'Sauble Beach Information'" Husak said,
noting that the building identification presently reads: South Bruce Peninsula Information.

He asked that the hours of operation at the information centre should be set to meet the needs of
the visitor and requested an opportunity for the chamber's input.

The brief applauded the municipality's "job well done" on beach washroom maintenance last
summer and, as tenders for work are called, a "high standard" of maintenance be established and
monitored.

The chamber also asked for a joint meeting with council to address the "unique needs for garbage
collection in the summer" and urged continued pursuit of a sewer and water solution for the beach
area.

Husak told council that the chamber was financially unable to carry out its historic series of events
under present funding arrangements and requested a grant of $5,000 from the municipality.
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